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RMA Phase II Reforms: 
What do we need from 

an infrastructure 
perspective?



nzcid members
leaders in infrastructure development



Reversing the trend



Increasing productivity is central to 
closing the gap
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Congestion indicator comparison 2006

Source: GHD report to NZCID 2006:  Meeting NZ’s Transport 
Infrastructure needs to 2025 p67



Investment (gross fixed) % GDP 
1972-2005

Source:  NZIER (2008)

Think 
Big

Auckland Southern 
Motorway largely 
complete

Telecom 
privatised

Transport 
deregulation 
commenced

NZ Rail sold TestraSaturn 
enter market

Huntly 

Clyde  
Hydro 

Electricity 
reforms

Resource 
Management Act 
1991

Manapouri 
Hydro 

Vodafone buy
Bellsouth NZ



Infrastructure inhibiting NZ’s global 
competitiveness



NZ Infrastructure in context
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$40bn capital investment in economic 
infrastructure over the next 10 years
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Developing Projects under the RMA: 
Water industry best practice
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But other infrastructure much more 
contentious...
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Its not just the RMA...Complex governance, 
planning funding & consents processes
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Issues by sector

Governance Funding Consents Regulatory 
Complexity

Procurement
Sophistication

Electricity 
Transmission X � XXX XXX X

Electricity 
Generation � � XX � X

Water XXX XX X � XX

Tele-
communications � � X X X

Social 
Infrastructure XXX X X X XX

Transport XXX XXX XXX X X

X = opportunities for improvement
� = satisfactory



transmission investment
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The costs are not insignificant...
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Source: Extract from Ministerial Advisory Group Report on Roading Costs August 2006



Need for national leadership
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The option of a one stop consents 
shop…
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Eastlink, Melbourne



Second generation regional policy 
statements present a real opportunity
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Outline consents process...



conclusion
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Brisbane: M7 Clem Jones Tunnel –
an example of design innovation



There has to be 
a better way

North Island Grid Upgrade?     Albany Puhoi toll road?    Waterview connection?

Victoria Park tunnel?                Wind farms?                Irrigation schemes?

Hydro generation?                   Waste facilities?           Prisons?

Sewage treatment?


