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DETERMINING 20% OF 

AQUACULTURE  SPACE



Under the 2004 legislation the Regional 

Council could investigate an area in which 

there is potential for aquaculture 

development.

It might determine that 10 marine farms can be 

established in this area and specify ideal locations.  

Most of the investigative work would have been 

completed at the planning stage, so applying for a 

consent would be relatively easy.



Two of the 10 spaces are provided to iwi.  Iwi 

have exclusive  authorisation to apply for 

consents in these spaces and can apply 

immediately.

The new Reform Bill would return to a consenting 

regime – a possible scenario is of an existing 

marine farm.



The farmer applies for and is granted an extension 

to the farm.

20% of that extension is settlement space, but it is 

likely to have little economic value to anyone but 

the existing farmer.



A consent is granted for a new marine farm, and 

20% is allocated to iwi. There is still insufficient 

area for a viable stand-alone iwi farm, and the 

consent holders do not want a joint venture with 

iwi – or vice versa.

Application is made for a large farm.  The 20% 

settlement space it would create would be sufficient for 

a viable iwi farm. But the application is declined as the 

carrying capacity of the area has been reached.
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